Georgia Southern University

Digital Commons@Georgia Southern
The George-Anne

Student Media

3-5-2020

The George-Anne
Georgia Southern University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/george-anne
Part of the Higher Education Commons

Recommended Citation
Georgia Southern University, "The George-Anne" (2020). The George-Anne. 3295.
https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/george-anne/3295

This newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Media at Digital Commons@Georgia
Southern. It has been accepted for inclusion in The George-Anne by an authorized administrator of Digital
Commons@Georgia Southern. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@georgiasouthern.edu.

NEWS

NEWS

“PRAY THE GAY AWAY”

CBD BOUTIQUE

REPORTER’S NOTEBOOK

Author discussed the effects of
religion-based homophobia

Owners of new CBD store wants it
to feel like any other boutique

Takeaways from President Trump’s
Charleston rally

Page 5

Page 6

Page 4

thegeorgeanne

STATESBORO EDITION

OPINION

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2020 		

gamediagroup

thegeorgeanne.com

GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 			

VOLUME 94 , ISSUE 22

CORONAVIRUS
Governor Brian Kemp announced
in a news conference on
Monday night that there are two
confirmed mild cases of the
coronavirus in Georgia.
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Mussels, shrimp
and sparrows

Eagles suffer heartbreaking
loss to the Red Wolves on
Senior Night.

Biology graduate students seek
to improve the environment in
their research.
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Enterprise Systems & Analytics has the
best return on investment of any degree
program at Georgia Southern University.

DEPARTMENT OF
ENTERPRISE SYSTEMS & ANALYTICS
GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
PARKER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
PHONE: 912-478-4747 • FAX: 912-478-7751
EMAIL: isdept@georgiasouthern.edu

GeorgiaSouthern.edu/parker/esa

Enterprise Systems & Analytics
Career Options
• Application Developer
• Business Analyst
• Data Analyst
• ERP Consultant
• Project Manager
• Software Engineer

Our Enterprise Systems &
Analytics graduates have
successful careers with
According to The Wall Street Journal, the Georgia Southern University
Parker College of Business’s enterprise systems & analytics degree
offers students a median salary of $64,100, one year after graduating,
while incurring a median debt of $24,000.

$ 80k $ 65k

2019 top starting salary

2019 average
starting salary

76%

• Capgemini
• CMAC
• Deloitte
• DHL
• EY
• Georgia Pacific
• Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation
• KPMG

within 6 months of graduation*

*Based on First Destination Survey
65% response rate, total College

2019 enrollment

• BMW

• IBM

undergrad employment

208

• Accenture

35

average class size
in upper division courses
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#SeenAtSouthern
Our photographers went out on campus and snapped
some photos depicting life at Georgia Southern. Come
back every week or follow our Twitter, @GA_Visuals, to
see if you have been spotted!

Mar.
6

EVENTS AROUND
CAMPUS
UPB MOVIE | UNCUT GEMS
@ 7 P.M.
Russell Union Theatre

Mar.
5

We will have cookies available for free, while supplies last. This event is free and open to the public.
Students, please bring your Eagle ID.

Mar.
11
Mar.
11

UPB | SPORTS BLOCK PARTY
@ 3-5 P.M.
Along the Pedestrium near Hanner Fieldhouse
Bring your friends to enjoy free burgers and hotdogs
from Bruster’s, games, dunk tank, DJ Nino, and so
much more. Stick around to watch Georgia Southern
Baseball take on the University of Georgia.
ORGANIZATION LEADERSHIP CONSULTANTS |
FREE MONEY GAME SHOW
@ 6 P.M.
Russell Union Theatre
This event will be a fun way to learn more about policies and guidelines for student organizations. You can
also win free money!

Mar.
13

10TH ANNUAL TASTING STATESBORO THE
UNITED WAY
@ 5:30 P.M. – 7:30 P.M.
85 Georgia Ave, Statesboro, GA 30458
Tasting Statesboro the United Way is an opportunity
to sample dishes from over 35 local restaurants
while supporting a worthy cause!
Tickets $20 in advance (by end of day Wednesday,
March 4th) / $25 @ door
Kids 5 and under are Free / Kids 6-10 are $10.

Mar.
6
Mar.
7
Mar.
9

EAGLE EXCELLENCE AWARDS
Nominations OPEN NOW!
Deadline to Nominate:
Friday, March 13th

EVENTS AROUND
STATESBORO

Nominated students, organizations,
and faculty/staf��������������
nomination and are invited to attend the
Eagle Excellence Awards Show, which will
be held in both Savannah and Statesboro.

STATEMENT OF
OPERATIONS
The George-Anne Statesboro Edition
is the official student newspaper of
the Statesboro campus of Georgia
Southern University, operated by GS
students using facilities provided by the
university. The newspaper is the oldest
continuously published newspaper in
Bulloch County.
The newspaper is published once
weekly, on Thursdays, during most
of the academic year. Any questions
regarding content should be directed
to the student editor email at gaeditor@
georgiasouthern.edu.

ADVERTISING: Any advertising
inquiries should be directed to ads1@
georgiasouthern.edu. The GeorgeAnne receives additional report in part
from the Student Activities Budget
Committee. For more information,
rate cards, or sample publications,
contact the advertising manager,
ads1@georgiasouthern.edu, or student
media director David Simpson. The
advertiser is responsible for any errors
in advertisements and its liability for
adjustments is limited to the amount
of space the error occupied in the
ad. Further, the newspaper is not
responsible for any damages caused
due to an ad’s omission from a particular
edition and its responsibility solely is to
reschedule the ad in the next regular
edition at the regular advertising rates.
PUBLICATION

INFORMATION:

The newspaper is printed by The
Statesboro Herald in Statesboro, Ga.

FIRST FRIDAY- PAW WALK
@ 5:30 P.M. – 8 P.M.
Bulloch County Courthouse
This First Friday event is a dog contest, so bring
your 4 legged friends downtown on March the 6th!
LIVE MUSIC AT GNAT’S LANDING
@ 7 P.M.– 9 P.M.
Gnat’s Landing, 470 S Main St, Statesboro, GA
30458

LADIES NIGHT AT MELLOW MUSHROOM
@ 4 P.M. – 11 P.M.
Mellow Mushroom, 1098 Bermuda Run #1,
Statesboro, GA 30458
Oh, yes, it’s Ladies’ Night, and the feeling’s right!

NOTICE: One copy of The GeorgeAnne is free to each person. Multiple
copies may be purchased for $1 each
by contacting ads1@georgiasouthern.
edu.
Unauthorized
removal
of
multiple copies from a distribution site
constitutes theft under Georgia law, a
misdemeanor offense punishable by a
fine and/or jail time.
CORRECTIONS: Contact the editor
at gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu for
corrections and errors.
THE
GEORGE-ANNE
MEDIA
GROUP: The George-Anne Media
Group is made up of print and digital
publications within the Office of Student
Media. These publications have been
designated a public forum for student
expression by Georgia Southern
University. Student executives in charge
of each outlet are authorized to publish
or decline to publish in any medium
content of all kinds without prior
review by any employee of Georgia
Southern University. The publisher of
all George-Anne Media Group outlets
is the Student Media Executive Board,
comprised of the editors-in-chief and
division managers listed below.
The George-Anne Statesboro Edition
weekly newspaper is assembled by
The George-Anne Creative Division
from content provided by all digital
outlets listed below, with additional
content and writing by The GeorgeAnne Division.
All George-Anne Media Group
outlets are headquartered in the
Williams Center. The Office of Student
Media administrative office is located
in Room 2016.

STAFF LIST
THE GEORGE-ANNE DIVISION
SHAUN BOYCE/staff

To conclude Sexual Assault Awareness Week students took part in Take Back
the Night Marchto spread awareness of sexual assault and domestic violence.

Editor-in-Chief Blakeley Bartee
News Managing Editor Sarah
Smith
News Editor Alexis Hampton
Sports Managing Editor
Amanda Arnold
Sports Editor Elijah Jackson
THE CREATIVE DIVISION
Creative Editor-in-Chief
Rebecca Hooper
Creative Managing Editor
Morgan Carr
Project Design Editor Kayla Hill
Photo Editor Isis Mayfield
G-A Designers Lauryn Terry, Emilie
Powell, Madison Terry, Daniel
Castro

TAMARA TANKSLEY/staff

Before the rain arrive, Dylan Stanley and Shannon
Matzke tend to the campus community garden by
picking out the weeds. Afterwards, they are going to
plant some more seeds.
Page designed by Lauryn Terry

TAMARA TANKSLEY/staff

On February 29, 2020, the Black Women Empowerment Awards honored eight
women for their impact on campus.

Front page designed by Kayla Hill

Marketing Manager Alexis
Freeman
Business Manager Coy Kirkland
The Studio Editor-in-Chief
Lawrence Algee
The Reflector Editor-in-Chief
Noelle Walker
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Reporter’s notebook:
My takeaways from Trump’s Charleston
rally ahead of S.C.’s primary

PHOTO: ANDY COLE

ANDY COLE
Andy is a freshman Multimedia
Journalism and Political Science
double major from Sugar Hill, Ga.

CHARLESTON, S.C. — Friday,
Feb. 28 brought a lot of firsts for me.
The first campaign rally I covered
as a member of the press, the first
time I was in the presence of the
President of the United States and,
unfortunately, the first time I felt a
target on my back as a journalist.
Senators Lindsey Graham (R-SC)
and Tim Scott (R-SC), Governor
Henry McMaster (R-SC) and
Lieutenant
Governor
Pamela
Evette (R-SC), among other local
republican political figures, joined
Mr. Trump and 15,000 of his biggest
fans at the North Charleston
Coliseum for his “Keep America
Great” rally ahead of the South
Carolina presidential primary
election even though South
Carolina election officials cancelled
their republican primary.
One of my first observations
was the demographic makeup
of the crowd. The majority of
the crowd was white. This is not
something unheard of in relation
to Mr. Trump’s rallies. However, it
was incredibly shocking to see inperson.
Historically, Mr. Trump uses
a majority of his speaking time
to attack numerous people and
events. By my estimation, the most

mentioned group was, in fact, the
press. Every time the president
would mention the press as a whole
or a singular entity (i.e. CNN or
MSNBC), the attendees would boo
in unison and the general admission
audience standing in front of him
would turn towards the press pool
and give us hand gestures, some
trivial, like a thumbs down, others
were more explicit, like flicking us
off.
The press pool was positioned
on the ground floor of the arena
about 100 feet from the president.
I went up into the arena a couple
of times, and each time, people
would keep their legs in the aisle,
making it difficult for me to go up.
None of these actions were violent
and I never felt unsafe, I just felt
there was a lack of respect for
another human simply because I
was wearing my White House and
press pass.
Thirty minutes into his speech,
Mr. Trump began to talk about
the
Democratic
presidential
candidates. Using their pet names,
he went down the list blasting
(almost) all of the major candidates:
“Sleepy” Joe Biden, “Crazy” Bernie
Sanders, “Mini” Mike Bloomberg,
“Pocahontas” Elizabeth Warren,
“Mr. Impeachment” Tom Steyer
and Amy Klobuchar (who does not
have a nickname).
As I was reviewing my notes
moments after he moved on, I
realized Mr. Trump left someone

out: Pete Buttigieg, former mayor
of South Bend, Indiana and winner
of the Iowa caucus. I was shocked
that he didn’t even bring him up.
Crowd chants have become a
normalcy at a Trump rally, and the
Charleston rally was no exception.
“USA, USA, USA,” “Build that
wall,” “Trump, Pence,” “Four more
years” and “10 more years,” just to
name a few.
I spoke with many people in
the crowd from all backgrounds:
men, women, old, young and
immigrants who couldn’t even
vote. All had a similar sentiment:
Mr. Trump is running the country
like a business, and that’s what
America needs. I brought up past
gaffs, treatment of women and
general rhetoric, but none seemed
to care. For some, it was their first
presidential election, while others
have been voting since the 1970s.
Regardless of voting experience,
all will, or would be, voting for
President Trump.
Mr. Trump spoke for just
under an hour and a half. Other
topics included the coronavirus,
the
Academy
Awards,
the
nomenclature of “black” versus
“African-American,”
“The
Apprentice,” South Carolina’s 2.3%
unemployment rate, House leader
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate
minority leader, Chuck Schumer
(D-NY), his recent trip to India,
the new Mexico-Canada-America
(MCA) trade agreement, the gang

MS-13 and sanctuary cities.
According to the Associated
Press, Biden swept the state in
the following day’s primary with
48.4% of the vote, followed by
Sanders with 19.9%, then Steyer
with 11.3% (who dropped out
of the race following his loss),
Buttigieg with 8.2% (who dropped
out on Sunday), Warren with 7.1%,
Klobuchar with 3.2% (who left
the race Monday afternoon) and
the remaining 1.9% going to other
candidates, some of whom had
been out of the presidential race for
weeks.
Covering a campaign rally was
a new and exciting experience for
me. As a self-proclaimed “political
hobbyist” (someone who isn’t
necessarily active in politics by
participating in events, going doorto-door for their candidate, etc.,
but rather knowledgeable about
the political landscape around
them), it was interesting to hear the
president speak in person.
I urge anyone interested, even in
the slightest, in any candidate to
attend one of their rallies. You’re
only going to see so much of a
particular person on television,
in the paper or on social media.
Attending a rally in-person will
allow you to hear from a candidate
without any barriers: just you, the
candidate and thousands of his or
her supporters. America needs a
self-informed electorate, and it all
starts with you.

Do you have an opinion that needs to be heard?
The George-Anne welcomes letters to the editor and appropiate guest columns. All
copy submitted should be 350 words or fewer, typed, and sent via e-mail in Microsoft
Word format to gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu. All submissions must be signed and
include phone number for verification. GS students should include their academic
major, year and hometown. The editors reserve the right to reject any submission and
edit submissions for length.

Page designed by Emilie Powell

Opinions expressed herein are those of the Board of Opinions or columnists
themselves and DO NOT necessarily reflect those of the faculty, staff or administration
of GS, the Student Media Advisory Board, The George-Anne Media Group or the
University System of Georgia.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu

@TheGeorgeAnne
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Author discusses the effects
of religion-based homophobia
BY ABBY FULLER

The George-Anne staff

STATESBORO — Bernadette
Barton,
a
professor
of
sociology and gender studies
at Morehead State University,
presented a lecture on Feb. 24
at the Statesboro campus about
her book “Pray the Gay Away:
The Extraordinary Lives of
Bible Belt Gays.”
Barton’s lecture covered
religion-based
homophobia
and used examples from
several of the people who were
part of the research presented
in her book.
Before
beginning
the
lecture, Barton addressed the
controversy and confusion
that people had felt regarding
the title of the event. The event
was given the same title as her
book.
“It seems like a bunch of folks
read the title but didn’t read the
second part and thought that
I was advocating conversion
therapy,” Barton said.
She then explained that
the title came from one of her
informants for her research.
The informant used the
phrase when discussing her
experience in church.

The book is a qualitative
study in which she investigated
what it means to grow up gay
in the Bible Belt. She discussed
both her own experience as
a woman who identifies as a
lesbian and the experiences of
the participants in her study.
“I hadn’t planned to do this
project,” Barton said.
She then told the story of
what she referred to as the
“abomination incident,” which
occurred shortly after she
moved to a small town in the
Bible Belt with her wife, who
she was not married to at the
time but had done a civil union
ceremony with.
The incident occurred when
man was doing yard work for
Barton’s neighbor, and the two
of them had a conversation in
which she told him that she
was in a same-sex relationship.
The man responded with,
“It’s an abomination.”
Barton quoted one of the
participants in the study, who
said, “I was made this way. I
didn’t choose to be this way.
The only choice you have is
whether you want to be happy
or not.”
Barton
presented
and

disputed
many
common
arguments
against
homosexuality, including the
idea of religious freedom and
how lawmakers attempt to use
that to legalize discrimination.
The lecture ended with a
hopeful message for the future,
referencing the 2011 repeal of
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and the
Supreme Court’s 2015 marriage
equality ruling as evidence
that things are improving for
LGBTQ+ people in the U.S.
“As a queer person raised in
the Bible Belt, from a southern
baptist church, it was really
important for me to not only
hear individual experiences,
but to hear someone in
academia using actual terms
to explain the things that
are happening and the way
that society influences the
experiences of queer people
in the Bible Belt,” GS student
Ashley Strickland said.
Barton’s other books include
“Stripped: Inside the Lives of
Exotic Dancers”, “Stripped:
More Stories from Exotic
Dancers”, and the forthcoming
book, “Porn in the USA: How
Raunch Culture is Ruining
America.”

Georgia Southern lecture series is
“Breaking Gendered Boundaries”
Returning for its sixth annual show, “A Moveable
Feast” holds lectures with various topics in Savannah.
BY DAVIS COBB

The George-Anne staff

SAVANNAH — Georgia
Southern’s lecture series “A
Moveable Feast” prepares
to bring its third event of its
2019-2020 season.
Featuring a collaboration
between
Sociology
and
Anthropology
Professor
Virginia
Estabrook
and
Political
Science
and
International
Studies
Professor Kate Perry, the latest
lecture, entitled “Breaking
Gendered Boundaries in Our
Bones and Our Crimes”, aims
to tackle societally established
gender boundaries in a unique
combination of themes.
A joint series hosted by
the Colleges of Arts and
Humanities and Behavioral
and Social Science for six years,
“A Moveable Feast” pairs
two professors from different
fields to work together and
delve into a theme both can
approach from extremely
different points of view.

Estabrook
plans
to
delve into the issue with
gender boundaries from an
anthropological perspective,
examining the history, stories
and anatomy surrounding
the remains of Revolutionary
War General Casimir Pulaski.
Perry, however, aims to take a
more modern approach.
“For me, I’m looking
at it from the perspective
of human trafficking, so
thinking about where are
women in human trafficking
and where are men as well,”
Perry said. “Also, how are
they sometimes constrained
by gender boundaries that
society has constructed and
accepted over time and in
many ways not constrained
by those boundaries and work
outside of them.”
Perry’s part of the lecture
will focus on examining the
various roles women are
given in trafficking, including
traffickers, victims, parents of
victims and politicians. She

will also look at how societal
views of gender have made it
hard for women to overcome
being labled ‘victim’.
In addition, she also plans
to examine the roles men play
in trafficking, specifically
citing how they can also
be made victims, both in
labor trafficking and as sex
trafficking victims, and how
they may have difficulty
speaking out about these
experiences due to the gender
roles society assigns to them.
“Labor trafficking is also a
major issue, and we see that
in gender boundaries in that
particular case,” Perry said.
“When we look at men, we just
don’t see enough discussion
about labor trafficking and
men as survivors and what
they go through.”
Perry
and
Estabrook’s
lecture will be at the Temple
Mickve Israel in Savannah, on
March 5 at 6 p.m. The event
will be free and open to the
public.

Bernadette Barton

Hamptons resident
hospitalized after grease fire
BY ALEXIS HAMPTON
The George-Anne staff

STATESBORO — A 21-yearold woman was hospitalized
after a fire in the Hamptons offcampus apartments.
The fire started when the
resident tried to move a skillet
with grease in it outside,
according to the Statesboro Fire
Department.

As she was moving it, some
of the grease spilled onto the
stove, causing the fire.
When
Statesboro
Fire
Department arrived on the
scene, the fire had been
extinguished by a neighbor.
All that was left was the
remaining smoke.
There were no other reported
injuries.

Google Maps, 2019

Page designed by Emilie Powell
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Two confirmed cases of coronavirus appear in Georgia

Gov. Brian Kemp announced in a news conference on Monday night that there are two confirmed mild cases of the coronavirus in Georgia.

BY ALEXIS HAMPTON & SARAH
SMITH
The George-Anne staff

STATESBORO — Gov. Brian
Kemp confirmed two cases of the
coronavirus, COVID-19, in Fulton
County, Georgia on Monday night at
a news conference at the state capitol.
The two people have been
quarantined in the same home with
mild symptoms, and Gov. Kemp said
that there is no threat to the public.
It is notable that one of the people
in the household had just returned
from a trip to Italy.
There is a Coronavirus Task Force
to assess Georgia’s preparedness for
the virus, which Gov. Kemp briefed
Monday night. The task force has
sent out guidance to hospitals and
medical providers to prepare for any
necessary treatments.
“They are confident that our
efforts to prepare for this moment
have enabled us to manage these
cases appropriately and minimize

any risks moving forward,” Gov.
Kemp said. “We remain in constant
communication with our partners
at all levels of government, and we
will continue to update members of
the public as information becomes
available.”
Kathleen E. Toomey, M.D., M.P.H,
DPH commissioner, said that health
professionals knew there would be
cases in the state sooner or later and
that they are well prepared for them.
Toomey also ensured Georgians
that there is no reason to panic, and
people should follow procedures
that the Georgia Department of
Public Health has issued.
Symptoms of the virus may
resemble those of the common cold
or flu, according to the DPH website.
Some ways to prevent infection are
to:
• Get a flu shot
• Wash hands regularly for 20
seconds with soup and water
• Cover coughs and sneezes with
a tissue and then disgard tissue

• Stay home when sick
“It is important to remember that
viruses cannot target people from
specific populations, ethnicities or
racial backgrounds and this type
of stigma should be avoided,”
according to the GDPH website.
Since its outbreak, the virus
has swept the globe with over 90
thousand cases in 53 countries,
according to the New York Times.
There have been over 100 confirmed
cases and six deaths in the United
States as of March 2.
Georgia Southern Marketing and
Communications Department urges
students to stay up-to-date with
current travel alerts from the U.S.
State Department and the CDC in an
email sent out this morning.
The email also lists some of the
symptoms to look out for iwf you
have recently traveled to China,
including fever, cough or difficulty
breathing.
Student opinions
“I feel scared for the elderly

3-5-20

PHOTO: CDC

population and the children but
not as scared for my age group,”
Rachel Stackhouse, a nutrition
major, said.
“I’m worried for the elderly
population and people in lower
economic statuses, because they
may not be able to afford medical
care, and they just keep going
about their daily lives infecting
others without realizing it,” John
Frady, an anthropology major, said.
“I feel like it could possibly be
a threat, but not really. I’m not
that scared,” Frederick Smith, an
economics major, said.
“Is there anyone in Statesboro
who has it? No? Oh, then I don’t
care,” Folakemi Sipeolu, computer
science major, said.
“In a way, it is concerning, but it
also feels like a bit of a media scam.
There have only been a few deaths.
I feel like they’re blowing it out of
proportion like they did Ebola,”
Madison Barnes, a marketing
major, said.

Owners of new CBD store want it to feel like any other boutique in the mall
BY ABBY FULLER

The George-Anne staff

STATESBORO — After spending about
six months working on bringing the store to
the Statesboro Mall, Your CBD Store had a
soft opening on Feb. 15.
Co-owners Paul Hirschmann and Casey
Lassiter have received good reception since
the opening.
“I wasn’t really sure what the reaction
would be to a CBD store in the mall down
here,” Hirschmann said.
Many smoke shops carry CBD products
now, but Your CBD Store wants to change
the perception that people have associated
with these products.
“We want it to feel almost like a boutique
store,” Hirschmann said.
All of the CBD products are made with
hemp, not cannabis, which means that they
are non-psychoactive.
“Our motto’s health without the high,”
Hirschmann said.
Page designed by Madison Terry

The store carries a variety of CBD
products, including oils, topical creams,
water solubles and a skincare line that won
an award for best skincare line at a CBD
expo last year.
Some of the health benefits associated with
CBD products include anti-inflammatory
properties, pain relief and anxiety relief.
Since Congress passed the 2018 Farm Bill,
which legalized hemp, more stores selling
CBD products have been opening.
Currently, the products in Your CBD Store
are made with hemp grown in Colorado
and bottled in Florida, but Hirschmann said
they are trying to obtain a license to grow
hemp in Georgia.
Georgia legislature passed the Hemp
Farming Act in May 2019, which allows
farmers to obtain licenses to grow and sell
hemp for commercial use. Colleges and
universities within the University System of
Georgia are also now allowed to grow hemp
for research purposes.

PHOTO: YOUR CBD STORE

Statesboro Mall has a new store as of Feb. 15, and while it may be
considered unusual, Your CBD Store should be thought of as any
other boutique, the owners said.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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Biology graduate students seek to improve the
environment in their research
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PHOTO: WILLIAM KANNIS

Biology graduate student William Kannis researches the distribution of mussels in Georgia’s wetlands. Much of Kannis’s work involves field research, so exploring the salt
marshes is basic routine for him.
BY DAVIS COBB

The George-Anne staff

STATESBORO — Whether working with
faculty, fellow classmates or on their own
individual paths, graduate students of Georgia
Southern University’s Department of Biology
are all seeking to learn more about this world
and its creatures through research projects.
William Kannis, a student originally from
the University of Florida, is currently studying
the distribution patterns of mussels in the
wetlands of Georgia.
Kannis came to GS last spring, joining a
project headed by biology professors John
Carroll, PhD. and Risa Cohen, PhD. aimed
at researching alternative and more natural
methods to protecting shorelines.
At first, Kannis was working to determine
if mussels could be used as an alternative to
the current tactic of building walls supported
by oyster shells, yet found during his research
that the animal could not survive in Georgia’s
salt marshes.
Redirecting his efforts, Kannis began to
look into where these mussels could be found
in Georgia and why they were found there,
examining factors such as water quality, food
quantity and growth rates for evidence.
Kannis has been assisted in this research
by a fellow graduate, Raven Hurt, a student
hailing from Illinois who also has her own
project planned.
Hurt aims to research the environmental
DNA, or eDNA, of white shrimp in hopes to
find an alternative moderation tactic to the
commonly used and invasive methods.
“Our lab is really focused on applied sciences
— what we can do to actually make differences
out there, like what’s actually being done by
the [Department of Natural Resources],” Hurt
said. “I’m hoping that my research will prove
to them that they should be using different
monitoring techniques.”
Abigail Dwire is looking into the habitats
of the Henslow’s sparrow, a near threatened
species of grassland bird that has begun taking
up residence in power line right-of-ways of
Page designed by Madison Terry

Georgia’s coastal plain wildlife management
areas.
Originally residing in the long leaf pine
ecosystems spread across the Southeastern
U.S., the sparrow’s previous habitat has
diminished and almost disappeared due to
human intervention.
“I knew going into grad school that I wanted
to study endangered species or species of
conservation concern,” Dwire said. “This
project sort of fell into my lab, and I knew that
I wanted to take it on.”
To look into this change of location, Dwire
has begun to research the species in a threefold
project, using mark and recapture strategies,
habitat surveys and transmitters placed on the
birds to examine the potential size of their new
homes.
Dwire hopes she will discover the sparrow
will have found a new habitat that will
provide them with sufficient food, shelter and
camouflage.
Biology graduate students do not have to
arrive knowing what they want to research.
First, they join and assist with an existing
project, and from that project, they can find
inspiration for their own research and submit
a proposal for a grant to begin work on their
chosen topic.
Then, their proposals are submitted to a
committee of a few people, who determine if
they can move ahead with the projects, often
providing comments and criticism as well.
“The students come in, they have a general
idea of things that they’re interested in, we
have general things that we’re doing in the lab,
and then they develop a project that they’re
interested in based on some of the resources
we have in the lab,” Carroll said.
Once a project begins, the time it takes to
complete varies. Field research can take longer
than an in-lab assignment due to variables like
weather conditions and tidal changes.
Nevertheless, Kannis, Hurt and Dwire hope
their research can uncover new solutions
to these problems and improve these
environments.

PHOTO: RAVEN HURT

Raven Hurt is researching the environmental DNA
of white shrimp. Though she has her own project
she’s working on, Hurt often assists William Kannis
out in the field with his work as well.

PHOTO: ABIGAIL DWIRE

Abigail Dwire, biology graduate student, holds
a Henslow’s sparrow. Dwire’s research involves
examining the ways the Henslow’s sparrow has
been adapting to and using its new habitat.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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10 TIPS

ON HOW TO
DEAL WITH

EXAM STRESS
1
6
2
7
3
8
4
9
10
5
Do small amounts
of work each day
before letting it
build.

Set realistic
goals and stick
to them.
Sleep for
atleast 8
hours daily.

Remember to
breathe.

If you feel like you
are struggling, talk
to someone.

Listen to music
to relax your
nerves.

Pace yourself
through
panic.

Eat &
exercise
well.

Don’t go it
alone. Find a
study-buddy.

Keep your
house and work
area clean.

GRAPHIC BY CHRISTAJE ROACH/staff

@GeorgeAnneSport
3-5-20
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Men’s basketball prepares for the Sun
Belt Tournament as fifth seed
BY AMANDA ARNOLD
The George-Anne staff

The
Georgia
Southern
men’s
basketball
team
finished the regular
season with an 1813 record. In the
conference,
they
are currently a fifth
seed for the Sun Belt
Tournament with a

12-8 record.
This is the first
time in several years
that the team has not
finished with 20+
wins. After Tuesday’s
slightly surprising loss
to Arkansas State, the
team dropped from
third to fifth seed.
On Monday, GS will
play host to the winner

between
Louisiana
and
Arkansas
State, who play this
weekend.
GS has defeated
Louisiana twice, but
only played Ark. State
once (which resulted
in last night’s onepoint loss).
If GS wins on
Monday, they will

move on to play
Georgia
State
in
Atlanta on Wednesday
at 6 p.m.
If they defeat GA
State, they will play
Little
Rock
next
Saturday in New
Orleans
for
the
semi-finals and the
championship game is
next Sunday.

Eagles suffer heartbreaking loss to
the RedWolves on Senior Night
BY ELIJAH JACKSON

The George-Anne staff

The Georgia Southern men’s
basketball team dropped a
heartbreaking 76-75 loss to
Arkansas State on Senior Day.
The Eagles were leading 73-69
with a minute to go but then the
Red Wolves got a turnover and
then a three-pointer that made it
a one point game.
Calvin Wishart was fouled
but missed the 1-and-1 free
throw, which Arkansas State
took advantage of, by scoring
a layup with seven seconds
remaining to take the 74-73 lead.
Elijah McCadden managed
to draw a foul and hit both free
throws to take the 75-74 lead
which forced the Red Wolves
to try and heave up a half court
shot with no timeouts. But, then
Isaiah Crawley was called for a
reach in foul against Christian
Willis with 1.9 seconds left in
the game. Willis then hit the two
go-ahead free throws to take the
76-75 lead.
Calvin Wishart got off a half
Page designed by Daniel Castro

court shot but it fell short.
“I mean we’re all heartbroken
about this,” Head Coach Mark
Byington said. “We played
so much into this with all the
hours put in and for it to come
down to something like that, it’s
unfortunate. It’s a bad ending.”
Isaiah Crawley led the Eagles
with 20 points, 12 rebounds
and five assists. Quan Jackson
and Ike Smith had 14 points
respectively.
With the loss, the Eagles
dropped from the third seed
to the fifth seed for the Sun
Belt tournament after South
Alabama and Georgia State
won.
Before the game six seniors
were honored, guard Ike
Smith, forward Isaiah Crawley,
David Lee Jones Jr., Simeon
Carter, Jordan Walker and Trey
Dawkins.
“These seniors have won a
lot of games, and the guys who
have been here for three years,
they’ve averaged over 20 wins a
season for the last three years,”
Byington said. “That hasn’t

PHOTO: AJ HENDERSON

Trey Dawkins, Jordan Walker, Simeon Carter, David Lee Jones Jr., Ike Smith and Isaiah Crawley were
honored before the game.
happened at Georgia Southern
the last 30 years and they’ve
won a lot of games. So the time
for them to reflect would be

when the season is over but
we’ve got our biggest games of
the year coming up.”
GS will host the winner of

Louisiana and Arkansas State
on Monday in Hanner at 7 p.m.
for the start of the second round
of the Sun Belt tourney.
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Georgia Southern drops four games at Auburn Invitational,
holds their own against top competitors

Senior Mekhia Freeman led the team in the tournament and had a strong showing on both sides of the ball.

BY AMANDA ARNOLD
The George-Anne staff

The
Georgia
Southern
softball team competed in the
Auburn Invitational over the
weekend and went 1-4.
In the first game, GS won
big against Binghamton in
Head Coach Kim Dean’s
100th career win. Junior
pitcher Rylee Waldrep struck
out a career-high 10 batters
and freshman Bailee Wilson
hit her first collegiate home
run in the 8-2 victory.

Directly
following
the
victory, GS faced Auburn for
the first time and almost came
out with a win. The game was
back-and-forth for the first
three innings and a strong
lead was not held for long for
either team. At the bottom of
the seventh inning, Auburn
tied up the game after a home
run. GS fell behind in the
ninth after a single RBI up
the middle. Freshman pitcher
Aaliyah Garcia took the loss
in her almost nine innings of
work.

On Saturday, GS was taken
down by No.18 Minnesota in
six innings. Junior infielder
Alia Booth started the offense
with a double RBI in the first
inning. In the fifth inning, the
Golden Gophers brought in
five runs to take a lead and
seven runs in the sixth.
In the second game against
Binghamton, GS could not
repeat their winnings ways
from the first battle. The game
spilled over into an eighth
inning, where a Bearcat made
her way into third base and

brought home a run thanks to
a wild pitch from Garcia.
In the final game of the
tournament, GS could not get
on the board against Auburn.
The Tigers rotated through
three pitchers and were led
by senior outfielder Eillington
Day’s single hit and two
walks.
“But in looking past the
scoreboard and the win
column, I think we got a
lot of valuable lessons out
of the innings,” Dean said.
“Our girls continue to fight

ISIS MAYFIELD/staff

through some adversities,
with anything and everything
happening that was out of our
control... Mekhia Freeman had
a phenomenal weekend as she
was lights out offensively and
defensively.”
The Eagles will return
to Statesboro for a threegame homestand this week.
Wednesday’s game against
Boston College has been
cancelled, so the team will
have a few days of rest before
beginning conference play on
Friday against ULM.

Golf wins Colleton River
Collegiate over fifteen teams
BY AMANDA ARNOLD

The George-Anne staff

The
Georgia
Southern
men’s golf team took their
second tournament victory of
the season with a title at the
Colleton River Collegiate this
week.
“It was an incredible week
for the team,” Head Coach
Carter Collins told GSEagles.
“We are so proud of them for
working so hard to prepare for
this event and then executing
at such a high level to win this
PHOTO: MARC GIGNAC

Ben Carr finished tied for third in the tournament as an individual.
Carr is a Columbus, GA native.
Page designed by DANIEL CASTRO

event, especially at a tough
course like Colleton River
- Dye Course! Shooting the
low round of the day in the
final two rounds shows how
consistent and explosive this
team is becoming.”
GS scored lower than Iowa
State and Notre Dame in both
the second and third rounds,
which helped the Eagles walk
away as champions.
Individually, four members
of the team finished in the
top-10. Mason Williams, Ben

Carr and Colin Bowles all tied
for third, while Jake Maples
tied for ninth with another
competitor. Senior Brett Barron
finished tied for 27th place.
GS dethroned Notre Dame,
who was ranked No.12 in
the country prior to the
tournament. GS is now ranked
No. 63 nationally by Golfstat.
The Eagles will host the
Schenkel
Invitational
in
Statesboro next week. The
event will be held locally for
the third year in a row.
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Puzzles

S O C A L L E
U W A A C E M
N N E T R T S
S S A P H E S
S T A R T O A
L O U D M E G
A O T D H O D
I L R W Y E R
D R A T D O E
L K N I V A C
S E S A F E R
W P F N I A T
U T O T O M W
N A R R O W S
G O M R O A D
K N E W Y O Y
R E D U C E D
D S C O M P O
The George-Anne 3/5/20 Crossword
Across
1
5
9
13
14
15
16
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
28
31
34
35
36
38
40
41
43
44
45
46
47
49
51
54
56
57
58
59
61
62
63

Ones

Newborn
Garbage barge
Only
Cleanser
Military facilities
Ownspot
Earthen
Division word
Passage
Hunting
grounds for
���
shermen
Popscouturier
French
Little piggies
Towel
Readembroidery
Split to unite
Shack
Reduced
Persian spirit
Baker’s
Roadneed
Grazing locale
Walking stick
Roar
Stitch up
Rhino relative
Safer
1975
Wimbledon
winner
Seal
Achy
Diving ventilator
Shares
Lofty
in style
Celebes dwarf
buffalo
Snow
Catch sight of
Stares
Soak
Knock
Scheme
So-called
Canny
Freudian topics
Sort
Curved molding
Chinese tea
Standard
Disgusted
Sheltered, at sea
Start blade
Gangster’s
Son of Seth
Type of strike
Race track tipster
Goals
Schoolbag item

1
13

P
E
R
A
W
D
H
S
S
X
A
S
H
A
R
E
S
I

A
R
A
N
H
S
U
E
T
K
I
F
R
O
G
S
S
T

2

Stay

3

Study

19
22

Stun 25
32

S
C
E
D
W
A
Y
S
L
A
S
S
I
D
E
A
E
I

4

5

23
26

33
Suns

41

64

42

45

Telescope
47
48

49

Thou
Tool
Trail

7

8

H
O
P
E
I
O
E
O
N
L
Y
O
K
U
S
E
D
S
9

Went

ACTS

HELMET

HEEL

SHARES

SNOW

T I AIMS
HOPE
SOAK
IDEA
SO-CALLED
J E ARMOR
ASKS
IRON
SORT
AXIS
ITEM
STANDARD
E P
BELTS
JEWEL
START
BIKES
KEPT
STAY
W B
CAKE
KNEW
STEAM
E I CARE
LAID
STUDY
CASUAL
LATE
STUN
L K CELLS
LEAP
SUNS
CEMENT
LEFT
SWEPT
P E COMPOSITIONS LEST
SWUNG
LETS
TELESCOPE
D S CUBE
CURLY
LIMIT
THOU
LOUD
TOOL
U I DAISY
DARK
MOST
TRAIL
M E DEAD
NARROWS
TRANSFORMED
DEER
NAVAL
TYPE
P E DROPS
NECK
UPSIDEDOWN
OATH
USED
O C DUMP
EARN
ONES
VETO
ONLY
WAKE
D E ERASE
ERROR
OWNS
WAYS
PASSAGE
WENT
N M EYED
FAVORED
POPS
WHEAT
Flanagan
A E FOILSUDOKU by Myles
READMellor and Susan
WORSE
FROGS
REDUCED
YEAH
V N GAINEach Sudoku puzzle
ROADconsists of a 9X9
YOGA
grid that has been
GODS
ROAR
YOLK
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each row, colu
A T GROUND
SAFER
YOYO
of the numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles come in three grades: easy
HATE
SEAL
LPuzzleJunction.com
P
10

11
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Level: Medium
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Yeah
27
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Yoga

34

Swung

61

E
R
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O
R
Y
H
O
T
U
T
A
C
T
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A
T
E

1

3

9

6

2
5
9

24

40

58

G
E
F
D
L
T
R
A
I
L
O
T
E
S
L
L
K
S

Worse 21

20

37

55

A
B
K
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D
I
T
E
M
S
E
R
N
Y
E
A
H
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Wheat

17

Swept

54

6

14

36

44

S
U
U
A
L
E
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S
I
M
Y
O
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B
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Level: Medium

Steam

16

31

D
A
T
T
A
O
E
A
A
L
D
K
O
O
P
O
P
S
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30

35

38
Yolk

39

Yo-yo
46

43

50

52

53

57

59

60

62

63

65

66

9

4

7

3

Above
Sweat source
Not just one
Poseidon’s mother
Apple picker
������
t
Unique person
Turkish money
Sailor’s cry
River to Donegal
Bay
Marries
Romanov ruler
Visitor to Siam
Fatigued
In addition
Gallows reprieve
����
sh

4

3

1

Each Sudoku
9 7puzzle
4 consists of a 9X9 grid that has been
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each row, colu
of the numbers 1 to99. Puzzles1come5in three grades: easy

5

4

8

Level: Difficult

6

7

Level: Difficult

9
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11
64 Choir voice
12
65 Hellzapoppin’
Type
13
actress Martha
66 Chances
Upside-down17
21
23
Down Used
24
1 Swampy lake
25
Veto
2 Strong point
27
3 Wagers
29
Wakept.
4 Compass
5 Judicious
30
Ways
6 Clergymen
31
7 Auto pioneer
32
8 Used to be
33
9 Move laterally
34
10 Meal starter, at
35
times
37

5

6 8
SUDOKU by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan
7
2 4
51

56

Transformed

29

6

39 Gawk at
42 2nd century
astronomer
45 Soft drink
46 Appear
48 Oomph
50 Ganders
51 Youngster
52 Nettle rash
53 ����
rmly
54 Greek salad
cheese
55 Hydroxyl
compound
56 Met solo
57 Poker variety
59 Standard
60 Favoring

4

1

9

5

6

1
8
7

3
6

2
7

5
9

2

7

3
1

4
6

9

3

5

8
2

6
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To contact the creatitve editor-in-chief, email prodmgr@georgiasouthern.edu
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OFFICE OF LEADERSHIP
& COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

RUSSELL UNION #1056
leader@georgiasouthern.edu

The Office of Leadership &
Community Engagement
utilizes an integrated theoretical
approach to learning, service,
and leadership that empowers
students to become active, global
citizens who lead positive change.

The Southern Leaders Program is a leadership development
and community engagement program on the Statesboro and
Armstrong campuses of Georgia Southern University designed
to engage students in an interactive experience throughout
their college career.

Georgia Southern students
We’re Miscellany Magazine for the Arts from
The George-Anne Media Group, and we want your creative work.

Creative Nonfiction
Fiction

Art

Photography

Poetry
And more

Email your submissions to

miscellany@georgiasouthern.edu.
Check out our submissions guidelines at miscellany.reflectorgsu.com

APPLY TODAY!

STUDENTS.GEORGIASOUTHERN.EDU/SOUTHERNLEADERS

LOG YOUR VOLUNTEER HOURS ON MYINVOLVEMENT

Alternative
Breaks

Alternative Breaks provide
an opportunity to make a
difference in the community on
a local, national, or global effort.
SERVE912 is our local service
initiative working alongside
100 commmunity partners
to learn, serve, and lead in
our local community.

